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AVancouver company using
“green” technology developed at
the University of B.C. has come
up with a way to make money
from sewage.

Ostara Nutrient Recovery Tech-
nologies Inc. says its reactor sys-
tem can remove phosphorus,
ammonia and other polluting
nutrients from the sewage
process and convert them into
environmentaliy safe commer-
cial fertilizer. .

The company, founded in 2005,
now has its first industrial-scale
plant operating in Edmonton that
will be producing fertitizer for
commercial sale. _

‘Phillip Abrary, president and
CEO of the private company that
has licensed the technology from
UBC, which is also a sharehold-
er of Ostara, said yesterday that
the company and its technology
have a great future.

“We have got a tremendous
amount of interest out of U.S.
cities,” he said. -

Abrary said the system brings
major benefits to municipalities
by cutting operating costs,
improving efficiency and helping
the environment.

The company has alsc success-
fully conducted water-treatment
pilot projects at the Greater Van-
couver Regional District’s Lulu
Island wastewater treatment
plant, the Penticton advanced
wastewater treatment plant and
at plants in Suffolk, Va., and Port-
iand, Ore. :

The company estimates that
about 400 plants in North Amer-
icaand 500 in Europe are candi-
dates for its technology.

.Most wastewater-treatment
plants are effective at removing
phesphorus and nitrogen and
-diverting them inte a stream of
sludge or bio-solids consisting of
liquids and solids, which are then
either incinerated or dumped on
landfills.

But when the Ostara technolo-
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Ostara Nutrient Technologles’ Phillip Abrary (left) and Ahren Britton inspe a sample of Crystal Green at
tire GVRD’s Lulu island wastewater treatment plant in Richmond, where Ostara has a pilot reactor.

gy is employved, the nutrient lig-

uids are diverted and the reactor
processes and recovers phos-
phorus and ammonia and con-
verts them into a high-quality,
environmentally friendly com-

mercial fertilizer.

Areactor costs between $2 mil-
lion and $4 million and a munic-
ipality using the system
could retrieve ir costs within
three to five vears bv sel-

ling the fertilizer.

The technology was developed
by a team led by Dr. Don Mavinic
at the UBC’s environmental engi-- ——
neering departtment. R
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